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MEMORIA JUSTIFICATIVA DE LOS MÉRITOS ACADÉMICOS Y 

CIENTÍFICOS DEL PROFESOR SAMAN WARNAKULASURIYA EN 

CIENCIAS DE LA SALUD 

 

Saman Warnakulasuriya ha desarrollado su labor académica y científica con nivel de 

excelencia tanto en el ámbito de la docencia, como en el de la investigación y gestión, 

siempre en el campo de la Medicina y Patología Oral. Actualmente es Profesor Emérito  

de Medicina Oral y Patología Oral Experimental en el King’s  College (Londres, UK), 

ocupando también el cargo de Director del Centro Colaborativo de la OMS para el 

estudio del Cáncer Oral, cargo para el que fue propuesto y designado directamente por 

las autoridades correspondientes de la OMS en virtud de sus méritos e historial científico 

en este campo. 

A lo largo de su vida profesional el Profesor Saman Warnakulasuriya se ha dedicado 

esencialmente al estudio de los factores etiológicos que se relacionan con el desarrollo 

del cáncer oral. Asimismo ha realizado una investigación muy fructífera en aspectos 

relativos al pronóstico de este tumor, aportando conocimiento transferible sobre cómo 

mejorar la supervivencia de esta grave neoplasia. Saman Warnakulasuriya ha 

contribuido además, de forma decisiva, al conocimiento de las lesiones orales que 

conllevan un riesgo de evolucionar a cáncer oral (desordenes orales potencialmente 

malignos). En este aspecto concreto ha sido responsable en los últimos 25 años, y por 

encargo directo de la OMS, de clasificar adecuadamente estos desordenes, adaptar su 

nomenclatura, precisar sus diferentes riesgos de malignización, concretar la importancia 

de los distintos factores etiológicos que los afectan, implementar ensayos clínicos 

destinados a prevenir la malignización de las principales lesiones premalignas 

(leucoplasia oral), desarrollar modelos de cribado para la detección precoz de las 

lesiones precancerosas y el cáncer oral en el ámbito de la atención primeria en salud 

oral, analizar el valor de biomarcadores de evolución a cáncer de lesiones precancerosas 

y analizar las razones que justifican el incremento notable que está experimentando la 

prevalencia de cáncer oral en personas jóvenes. Por todo su trabajo, el Profesor 

Warnakularuriya se ha convertido en un referente mundial en este campo  cuyas 

aportaciones son seguidas por clínicos e investigadores que se dedican a la Patología y 

Medicina Oral, como atestiguan los índices que habitualmente se emplean en la 

valoración de la repercusión científica internacional de un investigador concreto. Así, 

Warnakulasiruya posee un índice H de 82 (Google Scholar), habiendo sido reconocido 

también por la Universidad de Stanford como uno de los científicos más influyentes del 

mundo (STANFORD UNIVERSITY List of WORLD’S TOP 2% SCIENTISTS). 

Fruto de su investigación Saman Warnakulasuriya ha publicado más de 300 papers en 

revistas científicas JCR, habiendo recibido más de 26.000 citaciones de sus trabajos, 
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estando en posesión de 55 papers que han recibido al menos 100 citaciones. Uno de sus 

trabajos de investigación sobre aspectos epidemiológicos del cáncer oral ha recibido un 

total de 3055 citaciones. 

El profesor Saman Warnakulasuriya ha desarrollado asimismo una intensa y fructífera 

labor de docencia a lo largo de su vida, formando a innumerable alumnos en el campo 

de la Medicina y Patología Oral. Ha publicado tres libros de texto, que han tenido una 

difusión internacional (Warnakulasuriya & Tilakaratne: Oral Medicine & Pathology: A 

Guide to Diagnosis & Management. JP Medical 2014// Warnakulasuriya & Kahn: 

“Squamous Cell Carcinoma: Molecular Therapeutic Targets" Springer, Berlin 2017- [By 

Aug 2020 chapters downloaded 3969]// Warnakulasuriya & Greenspan: Textbook of 

Oral Cancer: Prevention, Diagnosis and Management, Springer Nature Switzerland AG 

2020.  31 Chapters; 450 Pages). 

En resumen el profesor Warnakulasuriya ha dedicado toda su vida académica a la 

investigación internacional sobre el cáncer oral (liderando como IP numerosos 

proyectos conjuntamente con grupos multicéntricos), avanzando e innovando, siendo 

reconocido actualmente como un experto internacional en el campo de la Medicina Oral 

y Oncología Oral. 
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DESCRIPCIÓN DE LA CONTRIBUCIÓN DEL PROFESOR SAMAN 

WARNAKULASURIYA CON LA UNIVERSIDAD DE GRANADA 

El Profesor Saman Warnakulasuriya ha desarrollado en los últimos años una línea de 

investigación en colaboración con algunos miembros del Departamento de Estomatología de la 

Universidad de Granada (Miguel Ángel González Moles, Pablo Ramos García), y con el grupo de 

investigación CTS 392 “Investigación en biopatología del cáncer oral” (Responsable: Miguel 

Ángel González Moles). Fruto de esa colaboración se han publicado 12 papers en revistas JCR, 

todos ellos ubicados en el primer y segundo cuartil de sus respectivas categorías. Así mismo, el 

Profesor Miguel Ángel González Moles, como consecuencia de esa colaboración y por los 

trabajos publicados sobre cáncer oral y desordenes orales potencialmente malignos, ha sido 

seleccionado por el Profesor Saman Warnakulasuriya para formar parte del grupo de expertos 

que asesora a la OMS en temas científicos relativos al cáncer oral y desordenes orales 

potencialmente malignos. 

 

Trabajos publicados en colaboración con el Profesor Saman Warnakulasuriya en los dos últimos 

años 

1: Warnakulasuriya S, Kujan O, Aguirre-Urizar JM, Bagan JV, González-Moles MÁ, Kerr AR, Lodi 

G, Mello FW, Monteiro L, Ogden GR, Sloan P, Johnson NW. Oral potentially malignant disorders: 

A consensus report from an international seminar on nomenclature and classification, convened 

by the WHO Collaborating Centre for Oral Cancer. Oral Dis. 2020 Oct 31. doi: 10.1111/odi.13704. 

Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33128420. 

 

2: González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, González-Ruiz L, Ayén Á, Lenouvel 

D, Ruiz-Ávila I, Ramos-García P. Worldwide prevalence of oral lichen planus: A systematic review 

and meta-analysis. Oral Dis. 2021 May;27(4):813-828. doi: 10.1111/odi.13323. Epub 2020 Apr 2. 

PMID: 32144836. 

 

3: Seoane J, Warnakulasuriya S, Bagán JV, Aguirre-Urizar JM, López-Jornet P, Hernández-Vallejo 

G, González-Moles MÁ, Pereiro-Ferreiros M, Seoane-Romero J, Varela-Centelles P. Assembling 

a consensus on actinic cheilitis: A Delphi study. J Oral Pathol Med. 2021 May 16. doi: 

10.1111/jop.13200. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33998055. 

 

4: González-Moles MÁ, Ramos-García P, Warnakulasuriya S. An appraisal of highest quality 

studies reporting malignant transformation of oral lichen planus based on a systematic review. 

Oral Dis. 2020 Dec 3. doi: 10.1111/odi.13741. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33274561. 

 

5: González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, González-Ruiz L, Ayén Á, Lenouvel 

D, Ruiz-Ávila I, Ramos-García P. Clinicopathological and prognostic characteristics of oral 

squamous cell carcinomas arising in patients with oral lichen planus: A systematic review and a 

comprehensive meta-analysis. Oral Oncol. 2020 Jul;106:104688. doi: 

10.1016/j.oraloncology.2020.104688. Epub 2020 Apr 16. PMID: 32305649. 

 

6: Ramos-García P, González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral cancer development in lichen 

planus and related conditions-3.0 evidence level: A systematic review of systematic reviews. 

Oral Dis. 2021 Feb 22. doi: 10.1111/odi.13812. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33616234. 
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7: De Porras-Carrique T, González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, Ramos-García P. Depression, 

anxiety, and stress in oral lichen planus: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Clin Oral 

Investig. 2021 Aug 30. doi: 10.1007/s00784-021-04114-0. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 34460001. 

 

8: González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, Ayén Á, González-Ruiz L, Ruiz-Ávila 

I, Ramos-García P. Dysplasia in oral lichen planus: relevance, controversies and challenges. A 

position paper. Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal. 2021 Jul 1;26(4):e541-e548. doi: 

10.4317/medoral.24610. PMID: 34162824; PMCID: 

PMC8254877. 

 

9: Ramos-García P, González-Moles MÁ, Mello FW, Bagan JV, Warnakulasuriya S. Malignant 

transformation of oral proliferative verrucous leukoplakia: A systematic review and meta-

analysis. Oral Dis. 2021 May 19. doi:10.1111/odi.13831. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 34009718. 

 

10: González-Moles MÁ, Ramos-García P, Warnakulasuriya S. A Scoping Review on Gaps in the 

Diagnostic Criteria for Proliferative Verrucous Leukoplakia: A Conceptual Proposal and 

Diagnostic Evidence-Based Criteria. Cancers (Basel). 2021;13(15):3669. doi: 

10.3390/cancers13153669. PMID: 34359571; PMCID: PMC8345058. 

 

11: González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, González-Ruiz L, Ayén Á, Lenouvel 

D, Ruiz-Ávila I, Ramos-García P. Clinical interpretation of findings from a systematic review and 

a comprehensive meta-analysis on clinicopathological and prognostic characteristics of oral 

squamous cell carcinomas (OSCC) arising in patients with oral lichen planus (OLP): Author's 

reply. Oral Oncol. 2021 Feb;113:105036. doi: 10.1016/j.oraloncology.2020.105036. Epub 2020 

Oct 8. PMID: 33041215. 

 

12: González-Moles MÁ, Ramos-García P, Warnakulasuriya S. The importance of understanding 

the terminology on oral lichenoid lesions for future research: in reply. Oral Oncol. 2021 

Jun;117:105282. doi: 10.1016/j.oraloncology.2021.105282. Epub 2021 Apr 7. PMID: 33838504. 
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Curriculum vitae Saman Warnakulasuriya 
 

Name:   Professor Saman Warnakulasuriya OBE  

Home Address:18, Cosdach Avenue, Wallington, Surrey SM6 9RA, England, United Kingdom 

E mail:  s.warne@kcl.ac.uk    

Date of Birth:  5th October 1946 Place of Birth: Sri Lanka Residence: UK 

Current Position: Emeritus Professor of Oral Medicine & Experimental Oral Pathology, 

King’s     College London   

Director, World Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre for 

Oral Cancer (2005-2021)  

Degrees:  BDS, FDSRCS (Eng & Edin), FDSRCPS (Glasg), Dip Oral Med, PhD (Glasg), 

DSc (HC), FKC 

Honors: 

▪ FDI World Dental Federation: Johnson & Johnson Prize for 
International Preventive Programs (1990)  

▪ President's Award for Scientific Achievements (Sri Lanka) 1990 & 2010 
▪ Honorary Diploma in Oral Medicine (European Association in Oral 

Medicine) 
▪ Doctor of Science (DSc) (Honoris Causa) University of Peradeniya, Sri 

Lanka (2007) 
▪ OBE (Officer of British Empire) New Years’ Honours Award 2008 by her 

Majesty the Queen of United Kingdom (Award presented at the 
Buckingham Palace May 2008) for services to Medicine & Health Care 
in the United Kingdom 

▪ Lifetime Achievement Awards 2012 (SLF –USA): Sri Lankan Expatriates 
in the world who have achieved a lifetime of outstanding success and 
recognition and have been honored at an international level by 
professional organizations 

▪ The IADR Distinguished Scientist Award for Oral Medicine and 
Pathology Research -2014 

▪ Alumni of King’s College London Dental Institute- Distinguished Service 
Award 2015 

▪ Fellow King's College (FKC) (2019) 
 

Google Scholar H-index- 82 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY List of WORLD’S TOP 2% SCIENTISTS 

Scholarships: Colombo Plan Scholarship 1971-1976; Rotary Fellowship for International 

Understanding. Bakersfield, California, USA. 1977; U.I.C.C. Fellowship 1978; W.H.O Regional 

Travelling Fellowship 1979; Quintin Hogg Fellowship, The Royal College of Surgeons, London. 

1990 
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Consultant and Advisory Posts: 

1983 World Health Organisation, Geneva. Technical adviser to Cancer Unit. 

1983  World Health Organisation, Geneva, Technical adviser to the Inter-regional 

meeting on  

 Control of Oral Cancer in Developing Countries. 

1985-87  Member, Formulary Committee, Sri Lanka 

1986-89 International Dental Federation (FDI). Member of Working Group 2 on Oral 

Research  

 and Epidemiology. 

1992-94  UK Working Group on Screening for Oral Cancer and Precancer 

1994   Oncogene Science/ Harvard School of Dental Medicine for a research 

collaboration 

1997   The British Council: As an adviser to control tobacco use in the Sudan 

2000  Meeting of European WHO Collaborating Centres in Oral Health  

2001-02  Member, Head and Neck Cancer Proposal Generating Group for National 

Institute of Clinical Excellence (NICE) 

2001-04 Chair, Research Commissioning Group for London’s Health. R & D NHS 

Executive,  

2001  WHO Consultation on Oral Health Promotion, Oral Disease Management, 

WHO Geneva 

2003 WHO (IARC) Evaluation of Carcinogenicity of Betel Quid, Lyon France 

2004 Department of Health, UK Human Resources Directorate: Equality and 

Diversity,  

2005 Department of Health, UK : Committee on Tobacco and Oral Health 

2006  WHO (IARC) Evaluation of Carcinogenicity of Smokeless Tobacco, Lyon France 

2006 Consultant-   World Workshop on Oral Medicine 1V, USA 

2007  WHO – World Health Assembly – Oral Health Group 

2006-7 External Expert - European Commission – Scientific Committee on Emerging 

and Newly Identified Health Risks (Working Group on Smokeless Tobacco) 

2007-2020 Scientific Advisor to the British Dental Health Foundation 

2008-09 Scientific Advisor to the National Screening Committee, UK 

2009 Expert Working Group- WHO (IARC) Evaluation of products Carcinogenic to 

Humans, Lyon France; Monograph Series Vol 100E 

2009-11 Chair – Working Group 3– World Workshop on Oral Medicine - WWOM V 

2010  Member – IADR Grand Challenge – Global Oral Health Inequalities Task Group 

2011-12 Chair- Cochrane Systematic Review on Oral Cancer Diagnostic Test Accuracy 

Review 
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2014-19 Member: Committee of Carcinogenicity – Department of Health, UK 

2020 Chair, Expert Working Group- WHO (IARC) Evaluation of products Carcinogenic 

to Humans, Lyon France; Monograph Series Vol 126 (Opium) 

2021 Chair, Expert Working Group- WHO (IARC) for preparing and editing Handbook 

19; Prevention of Oral Cancer. 

 

Employment: University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka (1970-1990) 

  Quintin Hogg Fellow, The Royal College of Surgeons (1990-1993)  

  King's College London (1993-2016) 

  Professor in Oral Medicine and Experimental Oral Pathology, King's College 

London    (From 2002 till retirement 2016) 

      Head and Chair of Department,  King’s College London (2005-2011) 

   Lead Clinician Oral Medicine, King’s College Hospital (2005-2016) 

Honorary NHS Appointments: Hon Consultant in Oral Medicine, King's Hospital NHS Trust  

   and Guy’s & St Thomas’ NHS Trust 

Honorary: World Health Organization: Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Oral Cancer 

 2005-2025 

British Dental Association: President of Metropolitan Branch 2011-2012 

Global Oral Cancer Forum:  Co-Chair 2013-2016 

International Association for Dental research: President elect Oral Medicine and Pathology 

Scientific Group 2021 

 

Previous Posts: Professor of Oral Medicine, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 

Honorary Professorships: University of Griffith, Brisbane, Australia 

Honorary Professor: University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 

Membership in Professional Societies 

International Association for Dental Research (IADR),British Society for Dental Research 

(BSDR); British Society for Oral Medicine (BSOM- Hon Life Fellow); European Academy of Oral 

Medicine (EAOM); British Society for Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology (BSOMP); International 

Association of Oral Pathologists (IAOP- Hon Life Fellow); British Dental association (BDA) 

(Branch President 2011-12) 
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Editorship:  Deputy Editor - Oral Diseases Vol 1-10 (1995-2005); Associate Editor - J Oral Pathology 

& Medicine (2013- 2015); Editor-in Chief; Translational Research in Oral Oncology (Sage 

Publications 2015-2019) 

 

On Editorial Boards: Oral Oncology (2000-2021), J Oral Pathology Medicine (2005-2016), 

International J Head & Neck Surgery, Head & Neck Oncology, World Journal of Dentistry, 

International Journal of Clinical Dentistry 

 

Current and Past Research 

 

1. Examining the natural history and malignant potential of oral leukoplakia 

2. Testing the sensitivity and specificity of diagnostic aids in oral cancer and precancer    

  

 detection 

3. Population studies on tobacco and betel quid use and abuse in South Asia and Arabia 

4. Detrimental health effects of areca nut 

5. Clinical trials to prevent malignant transformation of oral leukoplakia and submucous  

  

 fibrosis 

6. Developing screening models for the detection of potentially malignant disorders  and 

oral cancer in different health service settings in several populations around the world 

7. Assessing delays in diagnosis of oral cancer and critically examining care pathways 

8. Ploidy status as a diagnostic & prognostic tool for oral cancer and precancer 

9. Oral cancer in young people below the age of 45 years. 

10. Biomarkers for prediction of risk for oral cancer & precancer 

 

 

Educational Research 

 

1) E learning modules for professional education on oral cancer detection and prevention 

(Leonardo da Vinci Project funded by EU)  

2) Tobacco cessation education in University Undergraduate Curricula in EU 

 

International Research Collaborations:  

Professor Miguel Gonzalez Moles, University of Granada, Spain 

Professor Alaxender R Kerr, NYU, USA 

Drs Christoph Ramseier,University of Bern, Switzerland 

Dr Michael M. Bornsteien, University Center of Dental Medicine Basel UZB, Switzerland  

Alexander D. Rapidis, Greek Anticancer Institute, Athens 

Professor Michele Mignogna & S. Leuci, Federico II University of Naples, Italy 

Dr Luis Monteiro, Institute of Biomedical Services, Porto, Portugal 

Drs SO Ibrahim & Prof Johannessen, University Bergen, Norway. 

Professors J Seoane J & P Diz-Dios, University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain 

Professor German E-Gomez, University of Madrid, Spain 

Dr S Ergun, Istanbul University, Turkey 

Drs Yvette Paulino & Helen Whippy, University of Guam 

Professor Neil Palafox, University of Hawaii. 

Professor Newell W. Johnson, Griffiths University, Australia 

Dr Anura Ariyawardana, James Cook University, Australia 

Professor Y-C Ko and Dr YH Yang, Kaohsiung Medical University, Taiwan 

Professors Toru Nagao & H Maeda, University of Aichi-gakuin, Nagoya, Japan 
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Prof Kazuo Komiyama, Nihon University School of Dentistry, Tokyo, Japan 

Professor Cheong Sok Ching & Roshnah Zain Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Professor Vinay Hazarey and Dr P.C. Gupta, Nagpur and Bombay, India  

Professor Upul Dissanayake, Vice Chancellor, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 

Professor WM Tillakaratne, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 

Dr HK Amarasinghe, National Cancer Control Programme, Sri Lanka 

Dr Rao Roopa, Ramiah University of Applied Sciences, Bangalore, India. 

Dr S. Patil and Professor Ali Idris, Jazan University, Saudi Arabia. 

Professor Pankaj Chaturvedi, Head & Neck Surgeon, Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, India 

Dr Fernanda Weber Mello, Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil. 

Professor K. Ranganathan, Ragaas Dental College, Chennai, India 

 

[I have published research studies with above international groups or have on-going research] 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF GLOBAL COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH / PROGRAMS 

 

1. Global epidemiological aspects of Oral cancer and risk factors in different population 
groups 

2. Natural history of Oral potentially Malignant Disorders eg. Oral Leukoplakia 
3. Development of terminology & guideless for Oral Potentially Malignant Disorders 
4. Clinical Interventions to treat Oral Leukoplakia- Randomized Control Trials 
5. Smokeless tobacco and areca nut use in South Asia and Africa 
6. Oral submucous fibrosis and Oral cancer in Asian Betel Quid chewers – Evidence leading 

to areca nut being classified as a Class 1 carcinogen by IARC 
7. Oral cancer screening (Sri Lanka, India, Taiwan, Guam, the Sudan, Japan, Portugal and 

the UK (PI or Co-PI on 8 screening projects) 
8. European Project on delivering E learning to General Dentists on oral cancer (translated 

to 6 European languages with partners from France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece and 
Switzerland) 

9. Co-Founder- Global Oral Cancer Forum (2016) 
10. Cochrane Systematic Reviews: Diagnostic Tests for Oral Cancer (2015; 2020-21); 

Interventions for treating oral leukoplakia to prevent oral cancer (2016) 
11. Chair WHO (CC) Expert Working Group on Potentially Malignant Disorders (March 2020) 

 

A synopsis of clinical and epidemiological research and basic (in vivo and in vitro) laboratory 

and experimental research, (1973-2020) is given below: 

 

1) Global epidemiological aspects and risk factors for oral cancer in world populations; The 

principal objective of this research is to generate and test by epidemiological methods, and on 

an international basis, hypotheses relating to risk factors for cancers in the oral cavity and 

oropharynx and thereby improve prospects for prevention. In 2020, I published a textbook 

chapter on the Global Epidemiology of Oral and Oropharyngeal Cancer highlighting high-risk 

populations and rising trends in 5 continents.  I have published reviews on the etiology and 

epidemiology of oral cancer in the United Kingdom (in 1993 and then in 2007), the global 

epidemiology (published 2009 - Citations 2680). Controversies on etiological aspects of oral 

cancer were published in 2009 (248 citations) and updated in 2020. I act as a national expert on 

oral cancer epidemiology and trends, often advice the Department of Health (UK) on Policy and 

WHO Member Countries (through WHO HQ Geneva) in my role as Director of WHO Collaborating 

Centre on oral cancer control & public health measures. 
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2) Smokeless tobacco and areca nut use in South Asia and Africa: I have provided solid research 

evidence that smokeless tobacco, and betel-quid chewing increase the relative risk for oral 

cancer by several folds. I have authored several invited reviews on this area and organized an 

international conference on medical, biochemical and psychological correlates of areca (betel) 

nut use in London in 2002 and on Areca nut and Oral Cancer (IADR Symposium 2020). My review 

paper on the global prevalence of areca nut use is cited by 557 authors. 

In 2019, Smokeless tobacco control in 180 countries across the globe was critically reviewed 

providing policy change recommendations for WHO member countries. A study coordinated in 

6 South and East Asian countries on the use of Betel quid use and prevalence was published in 

Int J Cancer 2011.These south Asian population studies have been extended to other 

populations such as in Northern Africa with other forms of tobacco use, locally known as 

toombak. I was invited by the British Council to act as a consultant to formulate educational 

programs on tobacco intervention in the Sudan.  

My basic laboratory research on areca nut contributed to the global evaluation by the 

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) on its harmful effects on humans as a class 

1 carcinogen. Based on my research findings I acted as an expert to the WHO (IARC; Lyon, France) 

on evaluation of carcinogenicity of areca nut and smokeless tobacco (2003-4), (2006-2007) and 

on life styles (2009)  and contributed to 3 Working Groups of the IARC (acting as sub-group chair) 

and edited sections of IARC Monographs (Volumes 85, 89, 100). I am acting as Chair of IARC 

Monograph Meeting on Carcinogenic Risks of Opium (Monograph Vol 126; Sept 2020). 

In 2018, Carcinogenicity of smokeless tobacco: Evidence from studies in humans & experimental 

animals was published. 

 

3) Oral cancer in young people in England and Scotland: I was the principal investigator for a 

multi-center epidemiological study on oral cancer in young people conducted in Southern 

England. The study was funded by the NHS Executive of the Department of Health. This study 

examined the roles of tobacco, alcohol and diet as causative factors in young people who were 

diagnosed with oral cancer from 1993 -2001. This is the largest European cohort of young people 

with oral cancer investigated so far on their risk factors resulting in 5 publications. This research 

was extended to examine the cancer journeys of young people in Scotland by qualitative study 

methods (Br Dent J 2010). My review paper on oral cancer in young people (2001) is cited by 

662 authors.  

 

4) Oral submucous fibrosis in Asian Betel Quid chewers: Oral submucous fibrosis¬ is a potentially 

malignant condition in the oral cavity in Asian people.  

In 2016, two invited reviews on Oral Submucous Fibrosis were published in Triple O. A textbook 

on Oral Submucous Fibrosis is in preparation. Based on my previous research experience in Sri 

Lanka I collaborated with a research unit in Karachi and a largescale case-control study was 

completed (1990-2000). The important etiological role of areca nut chewing in its causation was 

established. This was a novel finding at the time confirming its etiology. My research among a 

group of high-school children in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (Saipan) 

revealed that areca nut chewing starts at a young age in Micronesia. A laboratory in vivo mouse 
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model was developed by the application of areca nut extracts with classical histological features 

and published in J Oral Pathol Med (2007). My review on etiopathogenesis of oral submucous 

fibrosis (2006) is cited by 623 authors,  

Novel laboratory findings on copper in areca nut and its role in fibrogenesis was established in 

experimental studies and published in the Lancet. A review on pathogenesis of Oral Submucous 

fibrosis was published in Oral Oncology in 2007 and as a Textbook Chapter in 2018.  

 

I chaired the subgroup on Oral Submucous Fibrosis at the World Workshop in Oral Medicine in 

Sept 2011. A review on medical management of Oral Submucous Fibrosis was published in Oral 

Dis 2011. 

 

5) Alcohol misuse and oral health: On etiologic aspects relevant to European populations, a large 

epidemiologic study was conducted in south London on the effects of alcohol misuse on oral 

mucosa with particular reference to oral precancer and cancer. At the PEF/IADR in London in 

2008 I moderated a seminar on Alcohol and Oral Health. 

My basic research on this subject led to the demonstration of ethanol-induced, acetaldehyde-

protein adducts in oral leukoplakia and cancer, published in J of Oral Pathology 2008, 

substantiating the local effects of ethanol. In 2019, a systematic review was published on the 

synergistic effect of tobacco and alcohol consumption on oral squamous cell carcinoma 

 

6) Tobacco intervention and Contribution to European Workshops to develop guidelines: 

Aspects of intervention were researched on the use of dental practitioners in smoking control.  

Dossiers for the education of dentists and oral hygienists were developed. This demonstration 

program involving 40 dental practices showed the feasibility of using dental practices for 

providing support (BDJ 1998). A review was published in JDE (2002). Effectiveness of quitting in 

an oral dysplasia clinic was researched and published (Oral Diseases 2006). The curriculum 

content of tobacco education in European Dental Schools was analysed and published. 

 

I have contributed as subgroup chair to the 1st and 2nd European Workshops (2006 and 2008) 

on Tobacco Prevention and Cessation for Oral Health Professionals and developed care 

pathways for primary care. 

 

In 2018, Guidelines for tobacco cessation in dental practices were published in a 2- part series 

in the Dental Update. In 2017, contributed to a national opinion study supporting tobacco 

cessation by oral health professionals in Japan. In 2020 co-authored a publication on 

participation of Japanese Dental specialists in smoking cessation published in the International 

Dental Journal. 

 

7) Oral cancer screening (Sri Lanka, India, Taiwan, Guam, the Sudan, Japan and UK): My own 

work through the WHO on developing primary care approaches for oral cancer screening 
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activities are widely quoted and have been adapted in many countries. These extensive globally 

recognized studies led to the recognition of our unit by the WHO as a Collaborating Centre for 

Oral Cancer and Precancer. I have acted as PI or external collaborator for several innovative 

screening studies on oral cancer and precancer in several countries, Sri Lanka, India, The Sudan, 

Taiwan, Guam and Japan and also among Japanese residents in the UK. These 7 screening 

programs tested different modalities for screening (Population; high-risk; General Health 

Screening; Industrial Screening). In 2020, a seminal review was published on Asian (High Risk 

Populations) in Oral Oncology and in 2021 a critical review in J Dental Research.  

 

I was invited to be an external expert to a large population screening programme in Tokaname 

City, Japan that tested oral cancer screening as an integral part of general health screening 

(GHS). Data from these studies were published showing the feasibility of this model of screening. 

Based on this extensive research experience I am consulted by the UK Screening Committee on 

policy formulation for Oral Cancer Screening. My joint report can be viewed on the UK Screening 

Committee WEB site. Seminal reviews on European oral cancer screening programs was 

published in J Oral Pathology and Medicine in 2015. 

 

8) Natural history of oral leukoplakia was examined in two longitudinal follow up studies. A 10-

year follow up study was conducted at Guy’s Hospital London estimating malignant 

transformation and associated clinicopathological factors (published in J Oral Pathol Med 2011; 

144 citations). A similar study examining a cohort in Sri Lanka was published in 2020.  

 

 

9) Clinical and serum tumour markers to improve sensitivity of cancer screening: Developing 

tumour markers in oral cancer screening is a key factor in improving diagnostic reliability. A study 

co-ordinated by me examined the sensitivity and specificity of a commercially available kit 

(OraScan) in six centres and reported on high sensitivity but low specificity of such markers (J 

Oral Pathol Med 1996). Studies to evaluate the effectiveness of several chair-side adjuncts 

(Vizilite, VELscope and toluidine blue) in 115 patients with oral epithelial dysplasia confirmed by 

biopsy, were published (Oral Oncology 2011 and J Oral Pathol Med 2011; Clin Oral 

Investig.2015). Image-based DNA ploidy analysis for the prediction of malignant transformation 

was published; on oral leukoplakia (2013) oral lichen planus (2016).  

 

At a basic science level presence of IgG and IgA p53 autoantibodies in sera and saliva was 

investigated in people diagnosed with squamous cell carcinoma (J Pathol 2000). Presence of p53 

autoantibodies correlated with overexpression/mutation in tissues suggesting a specific and 

noninvasive method for the detection of this tumour marker.  

 

10) Role of antioxidants in oral precancer; Serum antioxidant assays (retinol, α-tocopherol, 

zeaxanthin and lutein, cryptoxanthin, lycopene and carotenoids) were undertaken in a cohort of 

leukoplakia subjects in Japan  that showed both β carotene and lycopene were risk factors for 

development of oral leukoplakia but not in the case of oral lichen planus. Both studies were 
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published in Oral Oncology (2000) and J Oral Pathol & Med (2002).  

 

Role of micronutrient supplementation in controlling the progression of OSF was demonstrated 

in an Asian population. I co-ordinatied a multi center trial (RCT) on the role of β carotene as an 

interventional agent in the management of oral leukoplakia, Published in the International J 

Cancer (2014). Total antioxidant level was examined in sera in a cohort with lichen planus (J Oral 

Pathol Med 2011), prolidase activity and oxidative stress oral lichen planus and oral lichenoid 

contact reactions (J Oral Pathology & Medicine 2016) 

 

11) Cell proliferation in oral cancer and precancer: Basic research on human cell proliferation 

was the topic for my doctoral thesis (1976). I originally described the rate of cell proliferation in 

human oral mucosa, its diurnal variation and alterations in cell kinetics in oral leukoplakia. The 

labeling index was significantly higher in oral leukoplakia compared with normal buccal mucosa 

(J Oral Pathol Med 1995). Isotopic methods of assessment were compared with newer immuno 

markers (PCNA and Ki 67) to allow standardization of these techniques in different oral sites. My 

research on this area has recently been concerned with understanding increased cell 

proliferation in association with aggressiveness of tumours or the expression of tumour 

suppressor proteins related to the cell cycle.. 

 

12) Molecular aspects of oral cancer and precancer: Over the past 2 decades there has been 

considerable progress in defining genes which may allow us to assess the risk of a potentially 

malignant lesion in the mouth transforming to oral cancer, their role in cancer diagnosis and 

importance in prognostic assessments. 

In 2020, A Scoping Review was published on Prognostic biomarkers for malignant 

transformation of oral potentially malignant disorders. My experimental work has been largely 

on ras oncogene, p53 tumour suppressor gene , p16, p21-WAF, p27, pI9-ARF, cyclin D1, RB  and 

other cell cycle markers and growth factor receptors including EGRF, C erb 2, 3 and 4.  My original 

contribution on p53 oncoprotein from our laboratory in 1992 was one of the first in the field of 

oral oncology to describe that p53 expression is neither sufficient nor necessary for the 

development  of oral carcinoma (J Oral Pathol Med 1992;1994). I have jointly with others 

examined p53 overexpression in a large series of oral precancers from India on whom good 

follow-up data is available. Our results suggested that p53 protein is overexpressed and 

stabilized both among cases which progressed to cancer and those that did not and therefore is 

a poor predictor of risk despite original claims by others (J Oral Pathol Med 1998; citations 93).  

This is now confirmed by several centers. Using this marker, it is however possible to stratify 

patients with head and neck cancer into groups with favorable or unfavorable response to 

chemo/radiotherapy (J Pathol 2000). Molecular aberrations in a large series of oral precancer 

biopsies from submucous fibrosis patients from Karachi, Pakistan and Nagpur, India were 

examined. We reported novel mutations of the p53 gene in this disorder: these are different to 

tobacco–associated mutations confirming the role of areca nut in mutagenesis. The presence of 

serum antibodies to mutant p53 was also demonstrated in an oral cancer cohort suggesting the 

role of this technique as an early tumour marker. Gene expression profiles and proteomics of 

oral squamous cell carcinomas from Sri Lankan Betel quid users were examined and published 

in 2005-07 and 2011. Acetaldehyde adducts in oral cancer & precancer tissues reported in 2008.   
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Recent work on Biomarkers includes cytoplasmic EGFR & VEGFR 1 &2 expression in oral cancer 

(2011), EGFR, p53, p16 and p27 (2012), Immunohistochemical testing of several biomarkers as 

prognostic markers EGFR, p53, p27, p16, cyclin D1, cyclin A2, COX-2, Ki-67, Bcl-2, VEGFR-1 and 

VEGFR-2 (2018), Prognostic significance of cyclins A2, B1, D1(2018),and on podoplanin (2020) 

have been published. A systematic review on diagnostic biomarkers in Oral Leukoplakia was 

published in 2021. 

 

Descriptive and systematic reviews: 

 

Several invited reviews have been authored and published in the international literature based 

on my broad experience on risk and diagnostic molecular markers in oral cancer and precancer 

(Most recent are: Molecular markers in oral precancer – J Oral Pathol & Med 2009; Oral 

epithelial dysplasia classification systems J Oral Pathol Med 2008, Prevention of precancer 

lesions (Perio; 2011); Medical interventions for Oral submucous fibrosis (Oral Dis 2011), 

Malignant transformation of oral leukoplakia: a systematic review of observational studies. (J 

Oral Pathol Med.2016), Clinical presentation of oral potentially malignant disorders (Oral Surg, 

Oral Med Oral Pathol, 2018); Oral potentially malignant disorders: A comprehensive review on 

clinical aspects and management (Oral Oncol. 2020).  

 

During 2020-21, I have co-authored 6 systematic reviews and meta-analysis on the 

nomenclature prevalence, risk factors, malignant transformation, pathology and biomarkers on 

oral potentially malignant disorders. 

 

 

EDITED TEXTBOOKS 

 

▪ Warnakulasuriya & Tilakaratne: Oral Medicine & Pathology: A Guide to Diagnosis & 
Management. JP Medical 2014 

 

▪ Warnakulasuriya & Kahn: “Squamous Cell Carcinoma: Molecular Therapeutic Targets" 
Springer, Berlin 2017- [By Aug 2020 chapters downloaded 3969] 

 

▪ Warnakulasuriya & Greenspan: Textbook of Oral Cancer: Prevention, Diagnosis and 
Management, Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2020.  31 Chapters; 450 Pages 

 

 

Bibliography: Publications in peer reviewed journals (300+ in Total). My list of publications for 

the last 14 years is given below: 
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Google Scholar: Citations 26,063; h-index 82;  i10-index 246 (accessed 14 July 2021) 

55 publications with over 100 citations. Highest citations for single paper (Global Epidemiology) 

3055 

 

 

2021 

1. González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, Ayén Á, González-Ruiz L, 
Ruiz-Ávila I, Ramos-García P. Dysplasia in oral lichen planus: relevance, controversies 
and challenges. A position paper. Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal. 2021 Jul 1;26(4):e541-
e548. 

2. Ramos-García P, González-Moles MÁ, Mello FW, Bagan JV, Warnakulasuriya S. 
Malignant transformation of oral proliferative verrucous leukoplakia: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis. Oral Dis. 2021 May 19. doi: 10.1111/odi.13831. Epub ahead 
of print. PMID: 34009718. 

3. González-Moles MÁ, Ramos-García P, Warnakulasuriya S. The importance of 
understanding the terminology on oral lichenoid lesions for future research: in reply. 
Oral Oncol. 2021 Jun;117:105282. doi: 10.1016/j.oraloncology.2021.105282. Epub 
2021 Apr 7. PMID: 33838504. 

4. Ramos-García P, González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral cancer development in 
lichen planus and related conditions-3.0 evidence level: A systematic review of 
systematic reviews. Oral Dis. 2021 Feb 22. doi: 10.1111/odi.13812. Epub ahead of 
print. PMID: 33616234. 

5. González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, González-Ruiz L, Ayén Á, 
Lenouvel D, Ruiz-Ávila I, Ramos-García P. Clinical interpretation of findings from a 
systematic review and a comprehensive meta-analysis on clinicopathological and 
prognostic characteristics of oral squamous cell carcinomas (OSCC) arising in patients 
with oral lichen planus (OLP): Author's reply. Oral Oncol. 2021 Feb;113:105036. doi: 
10.1016/j.oraloncology.2020.105036. Epub 2020 Oct 8. PMID: 33041215. 

6. Warnakulasuriya S, Kerr AR. Oral Cancer Screening: Past, Present, and Future. J Dent 
Res. 2021 May 26:220345211014795. doi: 10.1177/00220345211014795. 

7. Maret D, Warnakulasuriya S, Herbault-Barres B, Savall F, Vigarios E. Telemedicine 
contributing to an incidental finding of a premalignant lesion. Oral Oncol. 2021 
Jul;118:105331. doi: 10.1016/j.oraloncology.2021.105331. 

8. Seoane J, Warnakulasuriya S, Bagán JV, Aguirre-Urizar JM, López-Jornet P, Hernández-
Vallejo G, González-Moles MÁ, Pereiro-Ferreiros M, Seoane-Romero J, Varela-
Centelles P. Assembling a consensus on actinic cheilitis: A Delphi study. J Oral Pathol 
Med. 2021 May 16. doi: 10.1111/jop.13200. 

9. Mariano LC, Warnakulasuriya S, Straif K, Monteiro L. Secondhand smoke exposure and 
oral cancer risk: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Tob Control. 2021 Apr 
26:tobaccocontrol-2020-056393. doi: 10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2020-056393. PMID: 
33903278. 

10. Girisa S, Kumar A, Rana V, Parama D, Daimary UD, Warnakulasuriya S, Kumar AP, 
Kunnumakkara AB. From Simple Mouth Cavities to Complex Oral Mucosal Disorders-
Curcuminoids as a Promising Therapeutic Approach. ACS Pharmacol Transl Sci. 2021 
Mar 17;4(2):647-665. doi: 10.1021/acsptsci.1c00017. PMID: 33860191; PMCID: 
PMC8033761. 
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11. Nagao T, Fukuta J, Hanioka T, Nakayama Y, Warnakulasuriya S, Sasaki T, Shiota M, 
Ohno K, Ishigaki Y, Satomura K, Hashimoto S, Goto M, Seto K; Tobacco Cessation 
Intervention Study for Oral Diseases. A multicentre tobacco cessation intervention 
study in the dental setting in Japan. Int Dent J. 2021 Mar 17:S0020-6539(21)00040-X. 
doi: 10.1016/j.identj.2021.02.002. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33743994. 

12. Amarasinghe H, Warnakulasuriya S, Johnson NW. Evaluation of a social marketing 
campaign for the early detection of oral potentially malignant disorders and oral 
cancer: Sri Lankan experience. J Oral Biol Craniofac Res. 2021 Apr-Jun;11(2):204-208. 
doi: 10.1016/j.jobcr.2021.01.013. Epub 2021 Jan 29. PMID: 33665068; PMCID: 
PMC7898001. 

13. Obade AY, Pandarathodiyil AK, Oo AL, Warnakulasuriya S, Ramanathan A. Application 
of optical coherence tomography to study the structural features of oral mucosa in 
biopsy tissues of oral dysplasia and carcinomas. Clin Oral Investig. 2021 Feb 24. doi: 
10.1007/s00784-021-03849-0. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33629155. 

14. Alsharif MT, Alsharif AT, Krsoum MA, Aljohani MA, Qadiri OM, Alharbi AA, Al-Maweri 
SA, Warnakulasuriya S, Kassim S. Trend Analysis of Head and Neck Neoplasms 
between 2012-2018 in Patients Residing in Al-Madinah, Saudi Arabia: A Retrospective 
Study. Eur J Dent. 2021 Feb 23. doi: 10.1055/s-0040-1722090. Epub ahead of print. 
PMID: 33622006. 

15. Wimardhani YS, Warnakulasuriya S, Wardhany II, Syahzaman S, Agustina Y, Maharani 
DA. Knowledge and Practice Regarding Oral Cancer: A Study Among Dentists in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Int Dent J. 2021 Feb 18:S0020-6539(20)36538-2. doi: 
10.1016/j.identj.2020.12.007. 

16. Aguirre-Urizar JM, Lafuente-Ibáñez de Mendoza I, Warnakulasuriya S. Malignant 
transformation of oral leukoplakia: Systematic review and meta-analysis of the last 5 
years. Oral Dis. 2021 Feb 19. doi: 10.1111/odi.13810. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
33606345. 

17. Gilligan G, Garola F, Piemonte E, Leonardi N, Panico R, Warnakulasuriya S. Lichenoid 
proliferative leukoplakia, lichenoid lesions with evolution to proliferative leukoplakia 
or a continuum of the same precancerous condition? A revised hypothesis. J Oral 
Pathol Med. 2021 Feb;50(2):129-135. doi: 10.1111/jop.13133. 

18. McParland H, Warnakulasuriya S. Lichenoid morphology could be an early feature of 
oral proliferative verrucous leukoplakia. J Oral Pathol Med. 2021 Feb;50(2):229-235. 
doi: 10.1111/jop.13129. Epub 2021 Jan 8. PMID: 33185900. 

 

2020 

1. Warnakulasuriya S. Oral potentially malignant disorders: A comprehensive review on 
clinical aspects and management. Oral Oncol. 2020 Jan 22; 102:104550.  

2. Warnakulasuriya S, Kujan O, Aguirre-Urizar JM, Bagan JV, González-Moles MÁ, Kerr 
AR, Lodi G, Mello FW, Monteiro L, Ogden GR, Sloan P, Johnson NW. Oral potentially 
malignant disorders: A consensus report from an international seminar on 
nomenclature and classification, convened by the WHO Collaborating Centre for Oral 
Cancer. Oral Dis. 2020 Oct 31. doi: 10.1111/odi.13704 

3. González-Moles MÁ, Ramos-García P, Warnakulasuriya S. An appraisal of highest 
quality studies reporting malignant transformation of oral lichen planus based on a 
systematic review. Oral Dis. 2020 Dec 3. doi: 10.1111/odi.13741. 

4. Monteiro L, Mello FW, Warnakulasuriya S. Tissue biomarkers for predicting the risk of 
oral cancer in patients diagnosed with oral leukoplakia: A systematic review. Oral Dis. 
2020 Dec 8. doi: 10.1111/odi.13747. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33290585. 
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5. Yang YH, Warnakulasuriya S, Yang HF, Lin LJ, Wang YW. Public health measures to 
reduce areca nut and betel quid use for control of oral cancer in Taiwan. Oral Oncol. 
2020;104915.  

6. Mello FW, Melo G, Guerra ENS, Warnakulasuriya S, Garnis C, Rivero ERC. Oral 
potentially malignant disorders: A scoping review of prognostic biomarkers. Crit Rev 
Oncol Hematol. 2020; 153:102986.  

7. Ranganathan K, Loganathan K, Sharada P, Bavle RM, Rao RS, Pattanshetty SM, Hazarey 
VK, Madhura MG, Nagaraj T, Lingappa A, Warnakulasuriya S. Intra-observer and inter-
observer variability in two grading systems for oral epithelial dysplasia: A multi-centre 
study in India. J Oral Pathol Med. 2020;10.1111/jop.13056.  

8. Kreimer AR, Chaturvedi AK, Alemany L, … Warnakulasuriya S, Waterboer T , Westra W 
, Chanock S, Brennan P. Summary from an international cancer seminar focused on 
human papillomavirus (HPV)-positive oropharynx cancer, convened by scientists at 
IARC and NCI. Oral Oncol. 2020;108: 104736.  

9. Mello FW, Kammer PV, Silva CAB, Barcellos Silva CA, Parkinson EK, Luís Monteiro L, 
Warnakulasuriya S, Rivero ERC. Prognostic and clinicopathological significance of 
podoplanin immunoexpression in oral and oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma: A 
systematic review. J Oral Pathol Med. 2020;10.1111 

10. Jayasooriya PR, Dayaratne K, Dissanayake UB, Warnakulasuriya S. Malignant 
transformation of oral leukoplakia: a follow-up study. Clin Oral Investig. 2020;10.1007 

11. Kato MG, Baek CH, Chaturvedi P, Gallagher R, Kowalski LP Leemans CR, 
Warnakulasuriya S, Nguyen SA, Day TA. Update on oral and oropharyngeal cancer 
staging - International perspectives. World J Otorhinolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 
2020;6(1):66-75. 

12. Warnakulasuriya S. Protecting dental manpower from COVID-19 infection. Oral Dis. 
2020;10.1111/ 

13. Nagao T, Warnakulasuriya S. Screening for oral cancer: Future prospects, research and 
policy development for Asia. Oral Oncol. 2020;105: 104632.  

14. González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, et al. Clinicopathological and 
prognostic characteristics of oral squamous cell carcinomas arising in patients with oral 
lichen planus: A systematic review and a comprehensive meta-analysis. Oral Oncol. 
2020;106: 104688.  

15. González-Moles MÁ, Warnakulasuriya S, González-Ruiz I, et al. Worldwide prevalence 
of oral lichen planus: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Oral Dis. 
2020;10.1111/odi.13323. 

16. Nakayama Y, Mizutani K, Tsumanuma Y, Yoshino H, Aoyama N, Inagaki K, Morita M, 
Izumi Y, Murakami S, Yoshimura H, Matsuura T, Murakami T, Yamamoto M, Yoshinari 
N, Mezawa M, Ogata Y, Yoshimura A, Kono K, Maruyama K, Sato S, Sakagami R, Ito H, 
Numabe Y, Nikaido M, Hanioka T, Seto K, Fukuda J, Warnakulasuriya S, Nagao T. A 
multicenter prospective cohort study on the effect of smoking cessation on 
periodontal therapies in Japan. J Oral Sci. 2020 Dec 23;63(1):114-118. doi: 
10.2334/josnusd.20-0288. 

17. Johnson NW, Warnakulasuriya S, Greenspan J, Mori M, Baum B. 25th anniversary of 
oral diseases. Oral Dis. 2020 Nov 3. doi: 10.1111/odi.13709. 

18. Warnakulasuriya s et al. IARC Monographs Vol 126 group. Carcinogenicity of opium 
consumption. Lancet Oncol. 2020 Nov;21(11):1407-1408. doi: 10.1016/S1470-
2045(20)30611-2. Epub 2020 Oct 8. PMID: 33038940. 

19. Patil S, Warnakulasuriya S. Blood-based circulating microRNAs as potential biomarkers 
for predicting the prognosis of head and neck cancer-a systematic review. Clin Oral 
Investig. 2020 Nov;24(11):3833-3841. doi: 10.1007/s00784-020-03608-7. Epub 2020 
Oct 3. PMID: 33009627. 
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2019 

1. Mello FW, Melo G, Pasetto JJ, Silva CAB, Warnakulasuriya S, RiveroERC. The synergistic 
effect of tobacco and alcohol consumption on oral squamous cellcarcinoma: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis. Clin Oral Investig. 2019 Jul;23(7):2849-2859.  

2. Warnakulasuriya S. White, red, and mixed lesions of oral mucosa: A clinicopathologic 
approach to diagnosis. Periodontol 2000. 2019 Jun;80(1):89-104.  

3. Mehrotra R, Yadav A, Sinha DN, Parascandola M, John RM, Ayo-Yusuf O, Nargis N, 
Hatsukami DK, Warnakulasuriya S, Straif K, Siddiqi K, Gupta PC. Smokeless tobacco 
control in 180 countries across the globe: call to action for full implementation of WHO 
FCTC measures. Lancet Oncol. 2019 Apr;20(4):e208-e217. 

4. Chaturvedi P, Singh A, Chein C-Y, Warnakulasuriya S. Tobacco related oral cancer. Br 
Med J 365; 379-420  

5. Wimardhani YS, Warnakulasuriya S, Subita GP, Soegyanto AI, Pradono 
SA, Patoni N. Public awareness of oral cancer among adults in Jakarta, Indonesia. J 

Invest Clin Dent. 2019 Feb;10;:e12379 

6. Warnakulasuriya S. Prognostic biomarkers in oral leukoplakia. Oral Dis. 2019 Aug 28.  

 

2018  

 

1. Warnakulasuriya S. Clinical features and presentation of oral potentially malignant 
disorders.Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol. 2018 Jun;125(6):582-590  

2. Warnakulasuriya S, Straif K. Carcinogenicity of smokeless tobacco: Evidence from 
studies in humans & experimental animals. Indian J Med Res. 2018 Dec;148(6):681-
686. 

3. Warnakulasuriya S, Tilakaratne WM, Ranganathan K, Kuriakose MA. Report of a 
consensus meeting of a group of oral and general pathologists in India on grading of 
oral epithelial dysplasia. Oral Oncol. 2018 Jun; 81:109-110. 

4. Petti S, Warnakulasuriya S. Betel quid chewing among adult male immigrants from the 
Indian subcontinent to Italy. Oral Dis. 2018 Mar;24(1-2):44-48.  

5. Lee CH, Ko AM, Yang FM, Hung CC, Warnakulasuriya S, Ibrahim SO, Zain RB, Ko YC. 
Association of DSM-5 Betel-Quid Use Disorder With Oral Potentially Malignant 
Disorder in 6 Betel-Quid Endemic Asian Populations. JAMA Psychiatry. 2018 Mar 
1;75(3):261-269.  

6. Pena-Cristóbal M, Diniz-Freitas M, Monteiro L, Diz Dios P, Warnakulasuriya S. The 100 
most cited articles on oral cancer. J Oral Pathol Med. 2018 Apr;47(4):333-344.  

7. Monteiro LS, Diniz-Freitas M, Warnakulasuriya S, Garcia-CaballeroT, Forteza J, Fraga 
M. An immunohistochemical score to predict the outcome for oral squamous cell 
carcinoma. J Oral Pathol Med. 2018 Apr;47(4):375-381.  

8. Al-Maweri SA, Warnakulasuriya S, Samran A. Khat (Catha edulis) and its oral health 
effects: An updated review. J Investig Clin Dent. 2018 Feb;9(1). doi: 
10.1111/jicd.12288. 

9. Abduljabbar T, Akram Z, Vohra F, Warnakulasuriya S, Javed F. Assessment of interleukin-
1β, interleukin-6, and tumor necrosis factor-Α levels in the peri-implant sulcular fluid 
among waterpipe (narghile) smokers and never-smokers with peri-implantitis. Clin 
Implant Dent Relat Res. 2018 Apr;20(2):144-150. 

10. Monteiro LS, Diniz-Freitas M, Warnakulasuriya S, Garcia-Caballero T, Forteza J, Fraga M. 
Prognostic significance of cyclins A2, B1, D1 and E1and CCND1 numerical aberrations in 
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oral squamous cell carcinomas. Analytical Cellular Pathology, 2018. Mar 27; :7253510. 
doi: 10.1155/2018/7253510 

11. Mello FW, Scotti FM, Melo G, Warnakulasuriya S, Guerra ENS, Rivero ERC.  Maté 
consumption association with upper aerodigestive tract cancers: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis. Oral Oncology 2018; 82; 37-47 

12. Mello FW , Miguel AFP, Dutra KL, Porporatti AL, Warnakulasuriya S, Guerra ENS, 

Rivero ERC. Prevalence of oral potentially malignant disorders: a systematic review and 

meta-analysis. J Oral Pathol Med 2018; May 8. doi: 10.1111/jop.12726 

13. Keat RM, Fricain J-C, Catros S, Monteiro LM, da Silva LM, Diniz Freita M, Brandariz A, 
Lodi G, Pispero A, Warnakulasuriya S, Khan Z and Albuquerque R. The Dentist's role in 
smoking cessation management. A literature review and recommendations. Part 2. 
Dental Update 2018: 45; 298-309.  

14. Awan KH, Hegde R, Cheever VJ, Carroll W, Khan S, Patil S, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral and 
pharyngeal cancer risk associated with occupational carcinogenic substances: 
Systematic review. Head Neck. 2018 Dec;40(12):2724-2732.  

15. Muthukrishnan A, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral health consequences of smokeless tobacco 
use. Oral health consequences of smokeless tobacco use. Indian J Med Res. 2018 
Jul;148(1):35-40.  

16. Monteiro LS, Antunes L, Santos LL, Bento MJ, Warnakulasuriya S. Survival probabilities 
and trends for lip, oral cavity and oropharynx cancers in Northern Portugal in the 
period 2000-2009. E cancer medical science. 2018 Jul 31; 12:855.  

17. Amarasinghe AAHK, Usgodaarachchi US, Johnson NW, Warnakulasuriya S. High 
Prevalence of Lifestyle Factors Attributable for Oral Cancer, and of Oral Potentially 
Malignant Disorders in Rural Sri Lanka. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev. 2018 Sep 
26;19(9):2485-2492. 
 

2017 

 

1. Mehrtash H  , Duncan K, Parascandola M, David A, Gritz ER, Gupta PC, 

Mehrotra R, Amer Nordin AS, Pearlman PC, Warnakulasuriya S, Wen CP, Zain RB), 

Trimble EL. Defining a global research and policy agenda for betel quid and areca nut. 

Lancet Oncol. 2017 Dec;18(12):e767-e775.  

 

2. Monteiro L, Barbieri C, Warnakulasuriya S, Martins M, Salazar F, Pacheco 

JJ,Vescovi P, Meleti M. Type of surgical treatment and recurrence of oral leukoplakia: A 

retrospective clinical study. Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal. 2017 Sep 1;22(5):e520-

e526.  

 

3. Warnakulasuriya S. Diagnostic adjuncts on oral cancer and precancer: an 

update for practitioners. Br Dent J. 2017 Nov 10;223(9):663-666. 

 

4. Nagao T, Warnakulasuriya S, Sakuma H, Miyabe S, Hasegawa S, Machida J, 

Suzuki K, Fukano H, Shimozato K, Hashimoto S. p53 and ki67 as biomarkers in 

determining response to chemoprevention for oral leukoplakia. J  Oral Pathol Med. 

2017 May;46(5):346-352 
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5. Prue G, Lawler M,, Baker P, Warnakulasuriya S. Human papillomavirus (HPV): 

making the case for 'Immunisation for All'. Oral Dis. 2017 Sep;23(6):726-730  

 

6. Saleh SM, Idris AM, Vani NV, Tubaigy FM, Alharbi FA, Sharwani AA, Mikhail NT,  

Warnakulasuriya S. Retrospective analysis of biopsied oral and maxillofacial lesions in 

South-Western Saudi Arabia. Saudi Med J. 2017 Apr;38(4):405-412. doi: 

10.15537/smj.2017.4.18760. 

 

7. Vani NV, Idris AM, Saleh SM, Tubaigy FM Alharbi FA,Sharwani AA, Tadrus N, 

Warnakulasuriya S. Retrospective analysis of benign orofacial tumors at a tertiary 

referral center in Saudi Arabia. J Investig Clin Dent. 2017 Nov;8(4). doi: 

10.1111/jicd.12254.  

 

 

2016 

 

1. Lodi G, Franchini R, Warnakulasuriya S, Varoni EM, Sardella A, Kerr AR, 
Carrassi A, MacDonald LCI, Worthington HV. Interventions for treating oral 
leukoplakia to prevent oral cancer. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 
2016, Issue 7.  
 

2. Warnakulasuriya S, Kerr AR. Oral submucous fibrosis: a review of the current 

management and possible directions for novel therapies. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral 

Pathol Oral Radiol. 2016 Aug;122(2):232-41.  

 

3. Tilakaratne WM, Ekanayaka RP, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral submucous fibrosis: a 

historical perspective and a review on etiology and pathogenesis. Oral Surg Oral Med 

Oral Pathol Oral Radiol. 2016 Aug;122(2):178-91.  

 

4. Khan AA, Khan Z, Warnakulasuriya S. Cancer associated Toll like receptor 

modulation and insinuation in infection susceptibility: association or coincidence? Ann 

Oncol. 2016 Jun;27(6):984-97 

 

5. Jin LJ, Lamster IB, Greenspan JS, Pitts NB, Scully C, Warnakulasuriya S. Global 

burden of oral diseases: emerging concepts, management and interplay with systemic 

health. Oral Dis. Oral Dis. 2016 Oct;22(7):609-19   
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6. Batu Ş, Ofluoğlu D, Ergun S, Warnakulasuriya S, Uslu E, Güven Y, Tanyeri H. 

Evaluation of prolidase activity and oxidative stress in patients with oral lichen planus 

and oral lichenoid contact reactions. J Oral Pathol Med. 2016 Apr;45(4):281-8    

 

7. Albuquerque R, Khan Z, Poveda A, Higham J, Richards A, Monteiro L, Jané-Salas 

E, Lopez-Lopez J, Warnakulasuriya S.  Management of oral Graft versus Host Disease 

with topical agents: A systematic review. Med Oral Patol Oral Cir Bucal. 2016 Jan 

1;21(1):e72-81. 

 

8. Lenouvel D, Bhagwat P, Warnakulasuriya S. Metastases from the lung 

presenting as a parotid lump. Br J Oral Maxillofac Surg. 2016 Jan;54(1):e10-2.  

 

 

9. Warnakulasuriya S, Ariyawardana A. Malignant transformation of oral 

leukoplakia: a systematic review of observational studies. J Oral Pathol Med. 

2016;  45(3):155-66. 

 

10. Domínguez-Gordillo A, Esparza-Gómez G, García-Jiménez B, Cerero-Lapiedra R, 

Casado-Gómez I, Romero-Lastra P, Warnakulasuriya S. The pattern of lip cancer 

occurrence over the 1990-2011 period in public hospitals in Madrid, Spain. J Oral 

Pathol Med. 2016  Mar;45(3):202-10 . 

 

11. Fawad Javed ,  Saman Warnakulasuriya. Is there a relationship between 

periodontal disease and oral cancer? A systematic review of currently available 

evidence. Critical Reviews in Oncology/Hematology. . 2016 Jan;97:197-205. 2016   

 

12. Idris A, Vani N, Saleh S, Tubaigy F, Alharbi F, Sharwani A, Tadrus N, 

Warnakulasuriya S. Relative Frequency of Oral Malignancies and Oral Precancer in the 

Biopsy Service of Jazan Province, 2009-2014. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev. 2016;17(2):519-

25. 

 

13. Sperandio M, Klinikowski MF, Brown AL, Shirlaw PJ, Challacombe SJ, 
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Morgan PR, Warnakulasuriya S, Odell EW. Image-based DNA ploidy analysis aids 

prediction of malignant transformation in oral lichen planus. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral 

Pathol Oral Radiol. 2016 Jun;121(6):643-50.  

 

14. Monteiro LS, Warnakulasuriya S, Cadilhe S, Sousa D, Trancoso PF, Antunes L, 

Salazar F, Pacheco JJ. Oral cancer awareness and knowledge among residents in the 

Oporto city, Portugal. J Investig Clin Dent. 2016 Aug;7(3):294-303 

 

 

15. Patil S, Warnakulasuriya S, Raj T, Sanketh DS, Rao RS. Exophytic oral 

verrucous hyperplasia: a new entity. J Investig Clin Dent. 2016 Nov;7(4):417-423 

 

16. Toru Nagao, Saman Warnakulasuriya, Shogo Hasegawa et al., Elucidating risk 

factors for oral leukoplakia affecting gingivae in Japanese subjects. Translational 

Research in Oral Oncology 2016; 1: 1–11;   

 

2015 

1. Macey R, Walsh T, Brocklehurst P, Kerr AR, Liu JL, Lingen MW, Ogden GR, 

Warnakulasuriya S, Scully C. Diagnostic tests for oral cancer and potentially malignant 

disorders in patients presenting with clinically evident lesions. Cochrane Database Syst 

Rev. 2015 May  

2. Rashid A,  Warnakulasuriya S. The use of light-based (optical) detection 

systems as adjuncts in the detection of oral cancer and oral potentially malignant 

disorders: a systematic review. J Oral Pathol Med., 2015; 44; 307-328 

3. Suter VG, Warnakulasuriya S. The role of patch testing in the management of 

oral lichenoid reactions.  J Oral Pathol Med. 2015 May 20. (in press) 

4. Ogden GR, Scully C, Warnakulasuriya S, Speight P. Oral cancer: Two cancer 

cases in a career? Br Dent J. 2015 Apr 24;218(8):439.  

5. Suter VG, Warnakulasuriya S, Reichart PA, Bornstein MM. Radiographic 

volume analysis as a novel tool to determine nasopalatine duct cyst dimensions and its 

association with presenting symptoms and postoperative complications. Clin Oral 

Investig. 2015 Jan 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

6. Javed F, Al-Kheraif AA, Al Amri MD, Mikami T, Vohra F, Warnakulasuriya S, 

Romanos GE. Periodontal parameters and whole salivary cytokine profiles among 

habitual gutka chewers and non-chewers.  J Periodontol. 2015 May;86(5):689-95.  

7. Awan KH, Morgan PR, Warnakulasuriya S. Assessing the accuracy of 

autofluorescence, chemiluminescence and toluidine blue as diagnostic tools for 
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oral potentially malignant disorders-a clinicopathological evaluation. Clin Oral  

Investig. 2015 Dec;19(9):2267-72.  

8. Awan KH, Hammam MK, Warnakulasuriya S. Knowledge and attitude of 

tobacco use 

and cessation among dental professionals. Saudi Dent J. 2015 Apr;27(2):99-104. 

9. Warnakulasuriya S, Chaturvedi P, Gupta PC. Addictive Behaviours Need to 

Include Areca Nut Use. Addiction. 2015 Sep;110(9):1533.  

  

 

 

2014 

1. Guha N, Warnakulasuriya S, Vlaanderen J, Straif K. Betel quid chewing and the  

risk of oral and oropharyngeal cancers: a meta-analysis with implications for cancer 

control. Int J Cancer. 2014 ; 135(6):1433-43. 

2. Saruhanoğlu A, Ergun S, Kaya M, Warnakulasuriya S, Erbağcı M, Oztürk S, 

Deniz  

E, Ozel S, Cefle K, Palanduz S, Tanyeri H. Evaluation of micronuclear frequencies 

in both circulating lymphocytes and buccal epithelial cells of patients with oral 

lichen planus and oral lichenoid contact reactions. Oral Dis.  2014  ;20(5):521-7. 

3. Misa Kiuchi, Takashi Yamamura, Michisato Okudera, Vongsa Souksavanh, 

Tomohiko Ishigami,Takashi Iwase, Saman Warnakulasuriya, Kazuo Komiyama. An 

assessment of mast cells and myofibroblasts in denture - induced fibrous hyperplasia. J 

Oral Pathol Med 2014 Jan;43 (1):53-60.  

4. Dionne Kalen, Warnakulasuriya,Saman, Binti Zain, Rosnah, Cheong, Sok Ching. 

Potentially malignant disorders of the oral cavity current practice and future directions 

in the clinic and laboratory. Int J Cancer 2014 Jan 31. doi: 10.1002/ijc.28754  

5. Suter VG, Hans Jörg Altermatt, Dietrich T, Warnakulasuriya S ,  Bornstein MM. 

Pulsed versus continuous wave CO2 laser excisions of 100 oral fibrous hyperplasias. A 

randomized controlled clinical and histopathological study. Lasers Surg Med. 2014 

Jul;46(5):396-404.  

6. Nagao T , Warnakulasuriya S , Nakamura T , Kato S , Yamamoto K  Fukano H, 

Suzuki K, Shimozato K , Hashimoto S.  Treatment of oral leukoplakia with a low-dose of 

beta-carotene and vitamin C supplements: A randomized controlled trial.. Int J Cancer. 

2014 Aug 23. doi: 10.1002/ijc.29156  

7. S Patil, Roopa S. Rao, Sanketh DS, Saman Warnakulasuriya. Lichenoid dysplasia 

re-visited - evidence from a review of Indian archives. J Oral Pathol Med (in press)  
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8. Luís Silva Monteiro, Filomena Salazar, Júlio Pacheco, Marco Martins, Saman 

Warnakulasuriya.  Outcomes of Invitational and Opportunistic Oral Cancer Screening 

Initiatives in Oporto, Portugal. J Oral Pathol Med Jul 18. doi: 10.1111/jop.12216  

9. Saman Warnakulasuriya, Nathalie Fennell, Pedro Diz, Juan Seoane & 

Alexander Rapidis An appraisal of oral cancer and precancer screening programmes in 

Europe: A systematic Review .  On behalf of the LDV lifelong learning programme.  J 

Oral Pathol Med 2014 (in press)  

10. Lunde ML, Roman E, Warnakulasuriya S, Mehrotra R, Laranne J,Vasstrand EN, 

Ibrahim SO.Profiling of chromosomal changes in potentially malignant and malignant 

oral mucosal lesions from South and South-East Asia using array-comparative genomic 

hybridization.Cancer Genomics Proteomics. 2014 May-Jun;11(3):127-40 

11. Lee CH, Chiang SL, Ko AM, Hua CH, Tsai MH, Warnakulasuriya S, Ibrahim 

SO,Sunarjo, Zain RB, Ling TY, Huang CL, Lane HY, Lin CC, Ko YC.Betel-quid dependence 

domains and syndrome associated with betel-quid ingredients among chewers: an 

Asian multi-country evidence. Addiction. 2014 Jul;109(7):1194-204 

12. Vohra F, Al-Kheraif AA, Qadri T, Hassan MI, Ahmed A, Warnakulasuriya S, 

Javed F. Efficacy of photodynamic therapy in the management of oral premalignant 

lesions. A systematic review. Photodiagnosis Photodyn Ther. 2014 Oct 11.  

 

2013 

1. Monteiro LS, Antunes L, Bento MJ, Warnakulasuriya S. Incidence trends of lip, 

oral and oro-pharyngeal cancers in Portugal. J Oral Pathol Med 2013 Apr;42(4):345-51 

2. Kimura M, Nagao T, Machida J, Warnakulasuriya S. Mutation of keratin 4 gene 

causing white sponge nevus in a Japanese family. Int J Oral Maxillofac Surg. 2013; 42: 

613-618. 

3. Javed F, Tenenbaum HC, Nogueira-Filho G, Nooh N, O'Bello Correa F, 

Warnakulasuriya S, Dasanayake AP, Al-Hezaimi K. Periodontal inflammatory 

conditions among gutka-chewers and non-chewers with and without prediabetes.  J 

Periodontol. 2012 Oct 22. 

4.  Monteiro, L, Maria L Delgado, Sara Ricardo, Fernanda Garcês,  Barbas Amaral,  

Saman Warnakulasuryia,  Carlos  Lopes. Phosphorylated m-TOR is associated with an 

adverse outcome in oral squamous cell carcinoma. Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, Oral 

Pathology, Oral Radiology 2013 May;115 (5):638-45. 

5. Amarasinghe HK, Johnson NW, Kumaraarachchi M, Warnakulasuriya S. Diet 

and risk of Oral Potentially Malignant Disorders in rural Sri Lanka. J Oral Pathology and 

Medicine 2013; 42;656-662 

6. Walsh T, Liu JL, Brocklehurst P, Glenny AM, Lingen M, Kerr AR, Ogden G, 

Warnakulasuriya S, Scully C. Clinical assessment to screen for the detection of 

oral cavity cancer and potentially malignant disorders in apparently healthy 

adults. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2013 Nov 21;11:CD010173. doi: 
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10.1002/14651858. 

 

2012 

1. McParland H, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral lichenoid contact lesions to mercury 

and amalgam – review. J Biomed Biotechnol. 2012; e.589569 

2. C-H Lee, AM-S Ko, Warnakulasuriya S, Bang-Liang Yin, Zain RB, Ibrahim SO et 

al.,  Population burden of betel-quid abuse and related oral premalignant disorders in 

south , southeast and Eastern Asia: An Asian Betel-quid Consortium (ABC) Study. Amer 

J of Public Health 2012 Mar;102(3):e17-24.  

3. Reichart P, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral lichenoid contact lesions induced by areca 

nut chewing: a review. J Investigative and Clinical Dentistry 2012; 3(3):163-6. 

4. Javed F, Al-Hezaimi K, Warnakulasuriya S. Areca-nut chewing habit is a 

significant risk factor for metabolic syndrome: a systematic review. J Nutr Health and 

Aging 2012 May;16(5):445-8.  

5. Monterio LS, Diniz-Freitas M, Garcia-Caballero T, Warnakulasuriya S, Forteza J, 

Fraga M. Combined membranous and cytoplasmic EGFR and p53 expression is a poor 

prognostic marker even in early stage oral squamous cell carcinomas. J Oral Pathol 

Med 2012; 41: 559-567 

6. Monteiro L, Salazar F, Pacheco J, Warnakulasuriya KAAS. Oral Cancer 

Awareness and Knowledge in the City of Valongo – Portugal.  International J Dentistry 

2012:(2012:376838. E pub 2012 Aug 7) 

7. Awan K, Yang Y-H, Morgan P, Warnakulasuriya S. Utility of toluidine blue in the 

detection of potentially malignant disorders of the oral cavity. Oral diseases  2012 

18(8):728-33.   

8. Ramsier CA, Aurich P, Bottini C, Warnakulasuriya S, Davis JM. Dental 

curriculum survey on tobacco education in European Dental Schools. Br Dent J 2012 ; 

E12;  

9. Lee CH, Ko AM, Yen CF, Chu KS, Gao YJ, Warnakulasuriya S, Sunarjo, Ibrahim 

SO, Zain RB, Patrick WK, Ko YC. Betel-Quid Dependence and its Association with Oral 

Potentially  Malignant Disorders in six Asian Countries 2012 Br J Psychiatry. 2012 

Nov;201:383-91  

      2011 

1. Warnakulasuriya S and Cain N. Screening for oral cancer: Contributing to the 

debate. J Inv Clin Dentistry 2011: 2 : 2-9 

2. Johnson NW, Warnakulasuriya S, Gupta PC et al. Global inequalities in 

incidence and outcomes for oral cancer: Causes and solution. Advances in Dental 

Research 2011 23; 237-246 

3. Kerr AR, Warnakulasuriya S, Mighell AJ et al.  A Systematic review of medical 

interventions for oral submucous fibrosis and future research opportunities. Oral 

Diseases 2011:17 Sup 1 : 42-57 
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4. Warnakulasuriya S, Scully S. Oral Cancer:  2. Main risk factors and 

Epidemiology; Comprehending the Condition, causes, control and consequences of 

Oral cancer. Dental Update 2011: 37: 710-712 

5. C-H Lee, AM-S Ko, Warnakulasuriya S, Bang-Liang Yin, Zain RB, Ibrahim SO et 

al.,  Inter-country prevalences and practices of betel quid use in South, South East and 

Eastern Asia Regions and associated oral preneoplastic disorders: An international 

Collaborative study by Asian betel-quid consortium of South and East Asia. Int J Cancer 

2011; 129(7):1741-51.  

6. Ergun S, Trosala SC, Warnakulasuriya S et al., Evaluation of oxidative stress 

and antioxidant profile in patients with oral lichen planus. J Oral Pathol Med 2011; 40; 

286-293. 

7. Warnakulasuriya S. Squamous cell carcinoma and precursor lesion: 

Prevention. Periodontol 2000. 2011; 57(1):38-50.  

8. Awan K, Morgan P, Warnakulasuriya S. Evaluation of an autofluorscence based 

imaging system (VELscope TM) in the detection of oral potentially malignant disorders 

and benign keratoses. Oral Oncology 2011 ; 47: 274-277 

9. Awan K, Morgan P, Warnakulasuriya S.Utility of Chemiluminescence (ViziLite) 

in the detection of oral potentially malignant disorders and benign keratoses. J Oral 

Pathol Med 2011; 40: 541-4 

10. Craythorne E, du Viver A, Mufti G, Warnakulasuriya S. Rituximab for the 

treatment of corticosteroid – refractory pemphigus vulgaris with oral and skin 

manifestations. J Oral Pathol Med 2011 ; 40; 616-620. 

11. Rodriguez PC, Lapiedra RC, Gomez GE, Martinez SL, Warnakulasuriya S. The 

use of toluidine blue in the detection of premalignant and malignant oral lesions.  J 

Oral Pathol Med 2011; 40:300-4 

12. Warnakulasuriya S, Kovacevic T, Madden P, Coupland VH, Sperandio M, Odell 

EW, Moller H. Factors predicting malignant transformation in oral potentially 

malignant disorders among patients accrued over a ten-year period in South East 

England. J Oral Pathol Med 2011; 40: 677-683. 

13. Warnakulasuriya S. Waterpipe smoking, oral cancer and oral health effects. 

Evid Based Dent. 2011;12(2):44-5 

14. Ariyawardana A, Warnakulasuriya S. Declinig cancer rates in Sri Lanka; are we 

winning the war after being at the top of cancer league table. Oral Dis. 2011;17: 636-

641. 

15. Stokes A, Drozdov I, Guerra E, Ouzounis CA, Warnakulasuriya S, Gleeson M, 

McGurk M, Tavassoli M, Odell EW.  Copy Number and Loss of Heterozygosity detected 

by SNP Array of Formalin-Fixed Tissues Using Whole-Genome Amplification.  PLOS 1  

2011; 6 (9) e24503.  
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1. Lunde ML, Warnakulasuriya S, Sand L, Hirsch JM, Vasstrand EN, Ibrahim SO. 

Gene expression analysis of cDNA microarray in two Western populations. Anticancer 

Res. 2010; 30; 1083-91. 

2. Grant E, Silver K, Bauld L, Day R, Warnakulasuriya S. Experiences of young oral 

cancer patients in Scotland; symptom recognition and delays in seeking help. Br Dent J 

2010 ;208(10):465-71  

3. Warnakulasuriya S. Living with oral cancer; epidemiology with particular 

reference to prevalence and life style changes that influence survival. Oral Oncol. 

2010;46(6):407-10  

4. Dasanayake AP, Warnakulasuriya S, Harris CK, Cooper DJ, Peters TJ, Gelbier S. 

Tooth decay in alcohol abusers compared to alcohol and drug abusers. Int J Dent. 

2010; 786503. 

5. Gómez I, Warnakulasuriya S, Varela-Centelles PI, López-Jornet P, Suárez-

Cunqueiro M, Diz-Dios P, Seoane J. Is early diagnosis of oral cancer a feasible 

objective? Who is to blame for diagnostic delay. Oral Dis. 2010; 16(4):333-42.  

6. Eyeson J, House I, Yang YH, Warnakulasuriya KA. Relationship between 

mercury levels in blood and urine  and complaints of chronic mercury toxicity from 

amalgam restorations. Br Dent J. 2010 Feb 27;208(4):E7; 

7. Warnakulasuriya S, Dietrich T, Bergstrom J. Oral health risks of tobacco and 

effects of cessation. Int Dent J 2010 :60: 7-30 

8. Ramseier CA, Warnakulasuriya S, Needleman IG, Gallahger JE, Lahtinen A et al. 

Consensus Report: 2nd European Workshop on Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation 

for Oral Health Professionals. Int Dent J 2010; 60: 3-6 

9. Dasanayake AP, Silverman AJ, Warnakulasuriya S. Mate drinking and oral and 

oro-pharyngeal cancer: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Oral Oncology 2010; 

46; 82-86  

10. Warnakulasuriya S, Kashyap R, Dasanayake AP. Is workplace screening for 

potentially malignant oral disorders feasible for India? J Oral Pathol Med. 2010; 39: 

672-676. 

11. Amarasinghe HK, Usgodaarachchi US, Johnson NW, Lalloo R, Warnakulasuriya 

S. Public awareness of oral cancer, of potentially malignant oral disorders and their risk 

factors in some rural populations in Sri Lanka. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. 2010 

12. Amarasinghe HK, Johnson NW, Lalloo R, Kumaraarachchi M, Warnakulasuriya 

S. Derivation and validation of a risk factor model for oral potentially malignant 

disorders in populations with high prevalence. Br J Cancer. 2010; 103(3):303-9.  

13. Amarasinghe HK, Usgodaarachchi US, Johnson NW, Lalloo R, Warnakulasuriya 

S. Betel quid chewing with or without tobacco is a major risk factor for oral potentially 

malignant disorders; a case control study. Oral Oncol. 2010; 46: 297-301. 

14. Seoane J, Velo-Noya J, Warnakulasuriya S, Varela-Centelles P, Gonzalez-

Mosquera A, Villa-Vigil MA, Rodriguez-Lozano F, Diz-Dios P. Knowledge of oral cancer 
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and preventive attitudes of Spanish dentists; Primary effects of pilot education 

intervention. Med Oral Pathol Oral Cir Bucal. 2010; 15(3):e422-6. 

15. Warnakulasuriya S, Scully S. Main risk factors and Epidemiology; 

Comprehending the Condition, causes, control and consequences of Oral cancer. 

Dental Update 2010 (in press) 

16. Alcaide-Raya A, Hughes R, Warnakulasuriya S. How well informed are our 

internet savvy patients on oral premalignant disorders? Oral Surg 2010; 3 : 120-128  

 

2009 

1. Warnakulasuriya S. Global epidemiology of oral and oropharyngeal cancer. 

Oral Oncology 2009; 45: 309-316 

2. Pitiyage G, Tilararatne WM, Tavassoli M, Warnakulasuriya S. Molecular 

markers in oral epithelial dysplasia: a review. J Oral Pathol Med 2009; 38: 737-52.  

3. Kuroyaanagi N, Sakuma H, Miyabe S, Warnakulasuriya S, Nagao T, Shimozato 

K. Prognostic factors for keratocytic odontogenic tumour (odontogenic keratocyst): an 

analysis of clinico-pathological and immunohistological findings in cysts treated by 

enucleation. J Oral Pathol Med 2009; 38: 386-392  

4. Warnakulasuriya S. Significant oral cancer risk associated with low 

socioeconomic status. Evid Based Dent 2009; 10: 4-5 

5. Warnakulasuriya S. Food, nutrition and oral cancer. In: Food constituents and 

oral health: Current status and future prospects. Ed. M. Wilson. Cambridge: Woodhead 

Publishing Ltd (2009) Chapter 14; p273-295. 

6. Ho P-S, Chen P-L, Warnakulasuriya S et al.Malignant transformation of oral 

potentially malignant disorders in males: a retrospective cohort study. BMC Cancer 

2009; 9 ; 260- 

7. Prayman E, Yang Y-H, Warnakulasuriya S. Oral cancer awareness of patients 

attending health centres in Trinidad. Int J Clinical Dentistry 2009; 2 (issue 4, Dec) 

8. MacParland H, Cook RC, Warnakulasuriya S. Angioleiomyoma: an unusual 

diagnosis for a lump in cheek. Br J Maxfac Surg 2009 ; 47; 601-2 

9. Yang YH, Sue RL, Warnakulasuriya S, Dasanayake AP. Promoting better Oral 

Health practices in Aboriginal Taiwanese. J Health Care Poor Underserved. 2009;20(4) 

:41-50 

10. Warnakulasuriya S. Causes of oral cancer-an appraisal of controversies. Br Dent 

J. 2009; 207; 471-475. 

11. Ergun S, Warnakulasuriya S, Duman N,et al. Micronuclear and sister chromatid 

analysis in peripheral lymphocytes of patients with oral lichen planus – a pilot study. 

Oral Dis 2009; 15: 499-504. 

12. Secretan B, Straif K, Baan R, Grosse Y, El Ghissassi F, Bouvard V, Benbrahim-

Tallaa L, Guha N, Freeman C, Galichet L, Cogliano V; WHO International Agency for 
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Research on Cancer Monograph Working Group.Collaborators (30)Gupta PC, Rice JM, 

Wünsch-Filho V, Friborg J, Eriksson P, Husgafvel-Pursiainen K, Norppa H, Bartsch H, 

Chang-Claude J, Bhisey R, Gajalakshmi V, Muto M, Ohshima H, Romieu I, Sanner T, 

Weiderpass E, Allen N, Vineis P, Warnakulasuriya S, Alavanja M, Buffler PA, DeMarini 

DM, Hecht SS,Lan Q, Lewtas J, Pogribny I, Stoner G, Terry PD, Thun MJ, Winn D. A 

review of human carcinogens--Part E: tobacco, areca nut, alcohol, coal smoke, and 

salted fish. Lancet Oncol. 2009 Nov;10(11):1033-4. 

 

2008 

1. Warnakulasuriya S, Parkkila S, Nagao T, Preedy VR, Pasanen M, Koivisto H, 

Niemela O. Demonstration of ethanol-induced protein adducts in oral leukoplakia and 

cancer. J Oral Pathol Med 2008; 37 :157-65. 

Doi:10.1111/j.1600.0714.2007.00605.x 

2. Warnakulasuriya S, Reibel J, Bouguot J, Dabelsteen E. Oral epithelial dysplasia 

classification systems: predictive value, utility, weaknesses and scope for 

improvement. J Oral Pathol Med 2008; 37: 127-133 

3. Warnakulasuriya S. Areca nut. Liber Amicorum for Peter A. Reichart. Ed. I. van 

der Waal. Houten, Bohn Stafleu van Loghum 2008; 115-120.  

4. Poate TWJ, Sharma R, Moustan KA, Escudier MP, Warnakulasuriya S. Orofacial 

presentations of sarcoidosis – a case series and review of literature. Br Dent J 2008; 

205: 437-442. 

2007 

1. Suhr ML, Dysvik B, Bruland O, Warnakulasuriya S et al. Gene expression profile 

of oral squamous cell carcinomas from Sri Lankan betel quid users. Oncology reports 

2007: 18: 1061-1075. 

2. Warnakulasuriya S , Johnson NW, van der Waal I.  Nomenclature and 

classification of potentially malignant disorders of the oral mucosa. J Oral Pathol Med  

2007; 36; 575-580 

3.  Warnakulasuriya S, Ralhan R. Clinical, pathological, cellular and molecular 

lesions caused by oral smokeless tobacco - a review. J Oral Pathol Med 2007; 36: 63-

77. 

4. Raja KB, Hazarey VK, Peters TJ, Warnakulasuriya S.  Effect of Areca nut on 

salivary copper concentration in chronic chewers. Biometals 2007; 20: 43-47 

5. Perera MWS, Gunasinghe D, Perera PAJ, Ranasinghe A, Amaratunge P, 

Warnakulasuriya S. Development of an in vivo mouse model to study oral submucous 

fibrosis  J Oral Pathol Med 2007; 36: 273-280. 

6. Brennan MT, Migliorati CA, Al-Hashimi I, Axéll T, Bruce A, Carpenter W, 

Eisenberg E, Epstein JB, Holmstrup P, Jontell M, Nair R, Sasser H, Schifter M, Silverman 

S,  Thongprasom K, Thornhill M, Warnakulasuriya S, Van der Waal I.  
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Management of oral epithelial dysplasia: a review. Oral Surgery, Oral Med, Oral Pathol 

2007; 103; S19-24. 

7. Al-Hishimi I, Schifter M, Lockhart P, Wray D, Brennan MT, Migliorati CA, Axéll T, 

Bruce A, Carpenter W, Eisenberg E, Epstein JB, Holmstrup P, Jontell M, Nair R, 

Silverman S, Thongprasom K, Thornhill M, Warnakulasuriya S, Van der Waal I.  Oral 

lichen planus and oral lichenoid lesions: diagnostic and therapeutic considerations. 

Oral Surgery, Oral Med, Oral Pathol 2007 ; 103: S 25-31 

8. Warnakulasuriya S, Mak V, Moller H. Oral cancer survival in young people in 

south east England. Oral Oncology 2007; 43: 982-986 

9. Ariyawardena A, Sitheeque M, Ranasinghe A, Perera I, Tilakaratne W, 

Amaratunge E, Yang Y-H, Warnakulasuriya S. Prevalence of oral cancer and precancer 

and associated risk factors among tea workers in the central Sri Lanka. J Oral Pathology 

Med 2007; 36: 581-7.  

 

 

 

Invited Lectures – Symposia Coordination (Past 6 years): 

July 2021: Symposium: Diagnostic delays in oral cancer; International Association for Dental 

Research 

Nov 2020: XVI Reunión de la Academia Iberoamericana de Patología y Medicina Bucal y del IX  

Congreso de la Asociación Mexicana de Patología y Medicina Bucal, 

Sept 2020: 8th International Symposium; Advances in Oral Cancer, Bilbao, Spain (held online) 

Aug 2020: 31st Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society of Oral Pathology, Nagoya, Japan (held 

online) 

March 2020: IADR General Session; Areca nut and Oral Cancer (Symposium Coordinator; 

speaker) (held online) 

Feb 2020: Sri Lanka Faculty of Dental Practitioners, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Oct 2019: Beirut International Dental Meeting 2019, Lebanese Dental Association, 

Aug 2019: 9th Conference of Asian Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology (ASOMP) 2019 

June 2019: IADR General Session; Microbes and Oral Cancer (Symposium Coordinator; 

speaker) 

March 2019: International Conference on Oral Health: Bilbao, Spain 

Nov 2018: NCI/IARC Workshop on HPV-driven Oropharynx Cancer, Rockville, USA 

Oct 2018: Joint Meeting for Committee for Tobacco-Free Society, Japanese Society of Oral and 

 Maxillofacial Surgeons, Chiba-Tokyo, Japan 

Sept 2018: VIth Oral cancer Conference, Bilbao, Spain 
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March 2018: 2nd Combined Gulf Cancer Conference, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Nov 2017: Royal College of Surgeons and Physicians, Glasgow, UK 

Oct 2017: World Congress of Preventive Dentistry, New Delhi, India 

June 2017: National Oral Medicine Conference, Granada, Spain 

May 2017: International Academy of Oral Oncology, Bangalore, India 

March 2017: International Association of Dental Research. HPV Symposium. (Symposium 

Coordinator; speaker) San Francisco, USA 

March 2017; International Dental Conference, University of Bucharest, Romania 

Sept 2016: European Association of Oral Medicine, Turin, Italy 

Sept 2016: International Association of Oral Pathology, Chennai, India 

July 2016: Vth Oral cancer Conference, Bilbao, Spain 

April 2016: NCI International Conference on betel quid and areca nut, KL, Malaysia 

March 2016: Global Oral Cancer Forum, New York, USA 

Feb 2016: International conference on oral submucous fibrosis, Nagpur-Wardha, India 

Nov 2015:  Global Health Forum Taipei, Taiwan 

July 2015: Indian Oral Cancer conference, Chennai, India 

June 2015: International Academy of Oral Oncology, Brazil 

June 2015: Council of European Dentists, EU Parliament, Brussels.  

Feb 2015:  University of Granada, Spain 

 

 

Summary: Professor Warnakulasuriya has spent his whole academic life on contributing to 

international research on oral cancer (leading as a PI on numerous projects and jointly with 

multi centre groups) advancing the science, innovating discoveries made (both in the 

laboratory and in the field research) to be recognized as an international expert in the field. 

His contribution to translational research is widely acknowledged and is an acknowledged 

teacher / guest speaker at many forums in Oral Medicine and Oral Oncology. 
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